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Pre-Buddhist Philosophical Background
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Answer five questions only. There are eight questions in the question paper.
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Introduce briefly the content of the three Vedas.
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What were the means of knowledge accepted in Pre-Buddhist Indian thought
for affirming the foundation of a higher faring (Brahmacariya)?
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Give a brief description of the teachings of the Upaninads of the middle period
and examine whether an understanding of them is represented in the early
Buddhist teachings.
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Discuss the way in which the attempt made by Pre-Buddhist Indian thinkers
to reach judgments concerning truth based on logical reasoning was subjected

to criticism in early Buddhism.
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Examine whether there was any thought concerning causality in Pre-Buddhist
Indian thought.
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Examine the extent to which teachings relating to Karma and re-becoming
had developed within Pre-Buddhist Indian thought.
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Introduce the Pre-Buddhist Indian philosophical theories concerning
the existence of a metaphysical soul (dtman) and show how they were rejected
in early Buddhism.
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Introduce the deterministic and skeptical philosophies that existed in Pre-Buddhist
Indian thought and examine why they are not compatible with the teachings of
early Buddhism.




